M A N U S C R I P T A C C E P T E D ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT

Introduction
36
The Aquitaine Basin in south-west France is among the lesser known European basins here, we will review the flora in depth. The Cherves-de-Cognac study area lies directly over 
191
Charophytes were found in bed An4, in the interbed between An4 and An3 (An3-4) 192 and in An2 (Fig. 3 ). They were previously studied by Néraudeau et al. (2012) and here we 193 will review the assemblage in depth. 
206
The samples from Cherves-de-Cognac were collected by J.-P. Colin and lent to C.
207
Martín-Closas for this study. They were collected from the beds C32 to C36, C38 and C41, as lower Tithonian of north-west Germany (Schudack, 1990 (Schudack, , 1993 Remarks. Peck (1957) , when describing some specimens of "Mesochara" voluta that 327 are similar to those found in Charentes, did not separate the specimens with a slightly pointed Mesochara. Therefore, the attribution of the specimens to the correct genera was subject to . grovesii (HARRIS, 1939) nov. comb. MARTIN-CLOSAS, 1996 401 Fig. 6 (A-G) .
Genus
402
1939 Clavator grovesii sp. nov. -Harris, p. 46-53, pl. 10 fig. 1-12, pl.11-12, pl. 17, fig. 8 It is important to point out the small size of the specimens studied. The utricle size in 430 this species normally ranges from 400 to 850 µm in height and from 350 to 750 µm in width.
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431
The small size may be due to ecological variations, as explained previously for Mesochara (Fig. 5A) . In some cases, these specimens still showed parts of the 455 external layer of their utricles. Some calcified parts of clavatoracean axes were also found. (Fig. 7) . The assemblages from Chassiron were represented by L. latitruncata, M. (Fig. 8) .
----------------------------Please insert Fig. 6 near here --------------------------------------------
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Implications for basin evolution north of the main rift zone and thus, failing to reach the Charentes Basin (Fig. 8) . Table 1 . Distribution of charophyte species and their abundance in the samples studied.
